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Historic
setting
is choice
of young
couples
for their

wedding

HEDINGHAM Castle’s popular-
ity as a place to tie the knot is
Erowing.

Another hapgv couple got
hitched in the bangueting hall
before Baturday's battlefield
action kicked off.

Chelmsford's Alison Foster
and William Motley from New
Fealand won the chance to get
married in the Norman keep in
a prize draw held at the castle
last vear.

¢ atmosphere was won-
derful,” said castle spokes-
woman [Diana Donoghue. *It
was really nice because they
had a guard of honour for the
bride as she walked across the
bridge to the ]H"F‘P

She added: “We got our
licence last Bepitember. This is
about the seventh wedding this

ear and we've already got 13

wked for next yvear.”

Hand to hand fighting to dafaml the castle.

IT'"S eight centuries since
Hedingham Castle last came
under attack.

The forces of King John
attacked the MNorman for-
tress after Robert, the third
Earl of Oxford, and other
barons forced him to sign
the Magna Carta.

The castle fell in 1216 but
was retaken the following
yaar after a desperate
struggle.

Almost B00 years later the
ancient castle was under fire
again - this time by the
Medieval Siege Society.

And as battle raged soma-
one was bound to lose their
head.

Reporter CHRIS WILKIN
watched the action.

THERE

was a danger the rust

+t in as knights in shining

suffered a deluge as they
laid siege to Hedingham Castle.

Sunday’s siege could have been a
washout.

But honour was at stake and it was
battle as usual as the forces of Sir Peter
Samworth tried to storm the castle
defended by Sir Michael de la Roche in
g thrilling war game.

Luckily, Saturday's skirmishes were

d out in bright sunshine in front of

ﬁtl criwels

garing canons and the crash of

sworde against armour rang out as the
castle was stormed by invading troopa.

Rnﬂl:l'r for thn action - The Medieval Siege Society.

The battle was staged by 100 mem-
bers of the Medieval Siege Society.

Crowde were warned: *You are sit-
ting directly in the line of arrow fire =
s move™

Showers of arrows cascaded down on

i pl:utmh I‘.b‘nl:l!h n:l‘.n!E canong hattered

v castle walls as Sir Michael and his
f_l:h,.l,.-r came out to face the raiders in a
bid for glory

An earlier skirmish had already seen

“bloodletting and terrible hardship®,
with the 400-strong crowd relishing the
prospact of more medisval :r|'|:|:,'|'||rn'|

Az last-ditch talke between the twa
sides failed audiences were promisod
pore galore

Longbows are going out of fashion
but they still “go through a man and
come out the other side, even if he is
wearing armour,” said the
commentator.

11031-¢

¥, you
will be swepl away,”

¥ h]] I am ordered to bring your
L l:q. an end this very day = may God
have F‘I'.j on you,’ ' retorted Sir Michael,
pn.llru.' this gigms il for o free-for-all u_.hl
b thie death,

"Blepdshed, secreaming, death and
murder” is evervwhere, the erowds are
told

As huul:lr'.llr'l';:;lhd ﬁghl.ihg '|'|r_'.|3;a'11:== il‘.
lonkes me though the castle is doomed,

But a [ast-minute counter attack
turns the gamea on its head

Sir Peter is captured and after a swillt
blaw of the axe - "God grant you o place
in heaven, there is no place for you
here™ - it is hiz head which is raized
highon a p afl.

As the crowds disappeared, _'.'u.'-unp,-
sters Elas hnd whacked and walloped
each other with plastic swords in a
show of aggression which made a mock-
ery of the mock fighters on the
flnui.flnrvl-.i

Castle spokeswoman Diena Dono-

ghue eaid: “The little bovs love it. They
ﬁvlr the canons firing and l.l:rI drumﬂ
as they come in and Fhm Are jumping
up and down,”

"This iz an accurate example of the
kind af ﬁghl‘.irlg. WEApOns and life of the
16th century,” said the Medieval Siege

o .I'irn M :ws:l'. afterwards, etill in

“{ ||..||' '|-|:|l.1L|.|{|_~|1. :*u:l:n'lur iz my daugh-
 three and a hall mlmllw ald.
minet be in his T0s,

MNew membera tend to gtart as arch-
era because bows and arrows are rela-
l.i'l.'l,:le.' -'_'|:|.|:|.'|].'l. E!:-'.-u!':.'r.lur_' (TANRE: L 8 it;:"."u i |'|1.=|.r
met — to stop stray slings and arrows
causing too much misfortune,

ADDICTION

As the role-playing addiction takes
hold you can find yourself splashing out
5 of ]:u-uru:l-. on & full "harness”

Even l_h.ai i5 no guarantee against
injury and students of medieval may-
hem have ended up in modern casualty

artments on more than one

Personal grodge matbches have been
known to sneak onto the battlefield as
combatants seitle old scores by inflict-
ir:EnPw sore thumbs.

ut vendettas are usvally smoothed
1 Emm the war zome.
: “You do get bruised fingers
and strained ankles, but we all go down
to the pub in the evening together.”
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Men-at-arms prepare to defend Hedingham Castle.

Heavily fortified to
withstand sieges

HEDINGHAM Castle was heavily for-
tified against attack and able to with-
stand long sieges,

The keep was defended by 12ft

thick walls and a moat.

And the eastle was built on two bai-

leys which would have been sur-
rounded by walls with a drawbridge

between them.

Trees which surround the castle
today would also have been cleared
away to deprive enemies of cover.

The lower windows of the castle are
narrow 0 archers could fire out but
missiles could not find their way in.

And attackers were likely to pet

burning ail on their heads if they got
too cose.

A tunnel is also thought to lead to
the nearby fishponds and defende
are believed to have taunted th
enemies by throwing fish at them to
show they had plenty of food left.




